
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Over the last several months people have asked me, "what is it like for you now that the 

shul is "closed"? 

 

That's a great question! You see, for anyone that's familiar with The Village Shul 
community, they know that while we do have a gorgeous building, what makes our 
community so incredibly special are the people that fill the building. And, while the building 
may be closed, the community has opened up. We are growing in ways that we 
have never seen before. Allow me to elaborate. 

 

You see, human beings are social beings. We thrive on connections and relationships. As 
a result, when social distancing began, individuals immediately starting feeling the pain of 
isolation. And, in times of pain, we rely on community to come together and support each 
other more than ever. That is why we immediately sprung into action to find innovative 
ways of keeping our community strong, united, and growing. 

 

Below you will find a summary of some of that innovation, as well as a general update of 
everything that has been happening in our shul. I feel so privileged to be part of such an 
incredible community who is truly in this together. 

 

 

Thank you for all of your constant support, and I would like to wish you all a happy, 
healthy Shabbos. 

 

With love, 

Rabbi Sytner 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

The Virtual Kiddush 

Within one week of closing our building, we launched our 

communal kiddush. This became a place where close to 

150 attendees were able to gather together, to stay 

connected, to learn, to pray, and to feel that The Village 

Shul community is alive and well. We had Rabbis and 

Rebbetzins joining us each week from Santiago, Chile, 

Oregon, Maryland, Minnesota, New Jersey and more! 
Also, the advent of The Virtual Village Kiddush became a 
source of revenue for our Shul during these financially 

difficult times. 
 

Helping Hands & Davening Instructions 
Right after isolation went into effect, a group of 30 

incredible volunteer banded together, with Nancy 

Weisbrod at the helm, calling themselves, "Helping 

Hands." They called over 300 families in our Shul, to 

check in on them, and see how they were doing. They ran 

errands, went food shopping, and made deliveries to 
people who were homebound. 
Additionally, our community suddenly found themselves 

having to pray at home (without Baruch Fleischer to 
announce page numbers!). That meant learning to 
navigate the entire Shabbos and Pesach davening on 
their own. Thanks to Richard Bassett for mapping out 
davening instructions and page numbers every week for 

our community. 
 

Critical Classes 
With so much uncertainty, illness, loss of life, and financial 

pressure, people needed inspiration and direction. This is 
why it was critical for our classes to continue. We worked 
day and night to migrate our entire Village Shul & AISH 
Learning Centre, into "The Virtual Village". We went from 
about 20 classes a week to 30 classes per week and 
tripled our class attendance from about 150 class 

attendances to 450. 
There's a tremendous thirst for inspiration, and we are 
quenching it. This also required us to upgrade our Zoom 
account from 100 people max capacity to 500, and spend 

many hours walking teachers through the process of 
running Zoom classes and navigating the new technology. 
A huge shout out to our All-Star team of teachers: Rabbi 
Posen, Rabbi Pamensky, Reb Zale, Rabbi Gans, Rabbi 
Diamond, Rabbi Robinson, Rabbi Katz, Rabbi 
Zauderer, Rebbetzin Vale, Reb Stuart Hytman, Ellie 
Bass, Mitch Bank, Ilana Kendal, & Binyomin Zinner. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



The Shul Administration 

If you have been reading the weekly emails, I am certain 

that you've seen the many bulletins, funeral 

announcements, and notices to our community. Well, 

that's just the tip of the iceberg. Behind the scenes, Abi 

Samole and David Grant have been working tirelessly, 

fielding all of the calls and emails from our community, 

applying for government loans and wage subsidies, 

communicating with all shul and school employees on 

their financial changes relating to COVID-19. 
 

They are also continuing to oversee, and balance the 
Shul's finances in this challenging time, as well as 
collecting outstanding sponsorship pledges. 

Furthermore, all bar-mitzvahs, weddings, and events that 
were scheduled during our closure are all being managed 

and re-scheduled by Abi. 
 

All of the above has been taking place behind the scenes 
in addition to the regular operations of yahrzeit letters, 
tribute cards, and all general administration of running our 
Shul and Learning community. 

 

 
 

Communal Yizkor 

Every year on Pesach, our community gathers together to 

say Yizkor, and remember our loved ones who have 
passed away. Many people were feeling the pain of not 
being able to say Yizkor together as a community. Again, 
we sprung into action and created an online Yizkor 
attended by about 300 people. Our Yizkor program was 

very meaningful for so many and was replicated by 
communities throughout the world. 

 

 
 

Anxiety & Counseling 

We all know that the mounting stress of COVID-19 

increases anxiety for so many of us. It is well known now 

that addictions have increased, marriages are suffering, 

and parents who are home with their children 24/7 has 

created strenuous relationships. I have had a significant 

number of "calls for help", and an increase in counseling 

over the last six weeks. Thankfully, our community has 

been able to help. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Tots Together Pre-School 

Although our Tots Together, Preschool classes were 

suspended, our teachers have been providing some 

content and stimulation for the kids online. A teacher from 

each classroom runs daily Zoom sessions for their 

classes. From Zoom Circle time, Art/Science, bedtime 

story, teaching about Spring, davening, Shabbat Party, 

Yom Ha’atzmaut activities, and a Trip to Israel, plus 

Challah baking for Mother’s Day. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Pre-Marital Learning and Wedding Planning 

We are blessed to have 5 couples in our community who 

were all engaged to be married prior to COVID-19. 

Planning a wedding can be stressful, but having to cancel 
or continuously modify your wedding is even more 

stressful. I have had many conversations with young 
couples in tears over the last month. Thankfully, so far 
we've had two beautiful weddings (with a handful of 
people), and several that are still upcoming, but in the 
meantime the pre-marital counseling and classes are 
continuing. 

 

 

 
 

Mikvah Services 

While our keilim (utensil) mikvah is closed, our women's 
mikvah has remained open under very heavy screening, 

safety regulation, and in close consultation with medical 
professionals. Our mikva staff are an incredibly dedicated 
group of women who support an essential part of Jewish, 
and we thank you deeply. 

 

 

 

 

The Virtual Village WhatsApp Group 

With our new jam packed class schedule we needed to 

find another way to keep people informed of all of our 
classes in real time. And so, we created two Virtual Village 
WhatsApp groups that provided hundreds of families in 
our community with all the information they need to stay 
upbeat and inspired throughout the day. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


